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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Margate. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
Borough  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1918,  together  with 
the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Borough  Meteorologist. 

We  are  all  glad  to  know  that  the  town  is  speedily  resuming  its 
pre-war  conditions  and  appearance.  Many  houses  which  had  become 
out  of  repair  owing  to  the  want  of  labour  and  materials  have  already 
gone  through  the  cleaning  and  repairing  process,  and  most  of  the 
residential  population  have  returned. 

The  Report  is  abbreviated  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kind  assistance  accorded  to  me  at 
all  times  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROWAN  McCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


PART  I 


General  Information. 


While  paying  attention  to  the  natural  need  for  strict  economy,  the 
Health  Committee  has  very  wisely  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  all  matters 
appertaining  to  the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  the  town,  the  adultera¬ 
tion  of  food  and  milk  receiving  very  special  attention. 


HOUSING  OF 

During  the  year  no 
A  very  large  number  of 
Air  Raids. 


THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACTS. 

action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
Houses  were  empty,  due  to  the  War  and  the 


After  the  Armistice  it  became  apparent  that  the  empty  dwelling- 
houses  would  soon  bo  re-occupied. 

In  November  a  visit  was  paid  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Chapman,  Local 
Government  Hoard  Inspector,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  with  the 
joint  Health  and  Town  Planning  Committee  the  steps  which  were 
being  taken  by  them  to  deal  with  the  Housing  Questions,  and  after 
the  Committee  considred  the  matter  it  was  decided  to  recommend  that 
200  houses  be  provided  to  meet  the  Housing  shortage  which  was  bound 
to  arise. 


T  am  hoping  that  in  my  next  Annual  Report  I  shall  be  able  to  say 
that  a  commencement  has  been  made  to  deal  with  the  Housing  problem 
in  our  Borough,  which  is  now  an  extremely  pressing  one. 

THE  WAR  AND  CO-OPERATION  WITH  THE  MILITARY 

AUTHORITIES. 


Wo  still  maintained,  as  in  the  previous  years,  our  good  relations 
with  the  Military  Authorities,  and  as  far  as  possible  we  rendered  them 
every  possible  assistance  in  such  matters  as  the  removal  of  refuse  and 
abatement  of  nuisances,  and  bathing  of  verminous  men  and  also  the 
disinfection  of  their  clothes. 


I N  F  ECT  TOES  1)1  S  E  A  SES . 

All  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurring  amongst  the 
troops  were  removed  to  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Haine.  I  supplied  a  list  of  infectious  diseases  to  the  Medical  Officer 
in  charge  of  the  troops,  and  I  received  notice  from  the  Military 
Authorities  of  any  soldier  visiting  Margate  who  suffered  from  Enteric, 
etc.,  in  order  that  they  might  be  kept  under  observation. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  of  water  from  Wingham  continues  to  be  a  great  boon 
to  the  district,  and  maintains  its  high  reputation,  both  as  to  quantity 
and  quality.  Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  different  houses  during 
the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  remarks  of  the  Bacteriologist  show  its  high  standard  of  purity:  — 


The  sample  of  water  was  of  the  highest  degree  of  purity 
from  the  bacteriological  point  of  view.  It  was  absolutely  free 
from  any  bacteria,  whose  presence  might  suggest  objectionable 
surface  pollution,  and  the  results  of  the  examination  were  fully 
satisfactory  in  every  way. 

(Signed)  ALEX.  G.  R.  FOULERTON, 

Bacteriologist . 

Hygiene  Department, 

University  College, 

London 


4 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1918 
for  the  Borough  of  Margate,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops, 

Workplaces  and  Homework. 


TABLE  I. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

18 

o 

• — 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries).., 

98 

18 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

3 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

119 

20 

— 

TABLE  II. 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

12 

12 

Want  of  ventilation 

. 

_ 

Overcrowding... 

_ 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

_ 

- - 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

2 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work  thief  ?  A  cts : 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bike- 

houses 

— 

— 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

for  bakehouses 

— 

— 

Other  offences ... 

— 

— 

Total 

17 

17 

o 


TABLE  III. 


Homework. 

Outworker's  Lists.  Section  107. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Sent  twice  in  the  year. 

Sent 

once  in  the  year. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Contractors 

Workmen 

Contractors 

Workmen 

Making  Wearing  Apparel 

10 

_ 

14 

1 

-  -  ■ 

1 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

— 

15 

1 

— 

1 

Number  of  Ispections  of  Outworkers’  premises  103 
Total  number  of  'Workshops  on  Register  ...  160 


We  also  inspected  the  premises  of  the  outworkers  employed  for 
the  making  of  Shirts  by  the  Margate  War  Office  Contract  Committee. 


MEAT,  MILK  AND  GENERAL  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

As  in  tho  previous  year,  considerable  attention  was  given  to  our 
General  Food  Supply.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
samples  of  Food  owing  to  the  Rationing  Orders.  I  am  pleased  to 
notice  that  the  percentage  of  adulteration  was  only  4.1  %. 

On  the  whole  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have  been  kept  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition  which  is  highly  commendable  considering  the  difficulties 
arising  from  shortage  of  labour  and  difficulty  in  obtaining  material  for 
cleaning  purposes. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a  very  large  amount  of  unsound  food  was 
condemned,  1  ton  8  cwt.  1  qr.  Most  of  the  meat  condemned  was  un¬ 
sound  owing  to  it  having  become  unsound  in  transit,  etc. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  highly  commending  our  Inspector’s 
energetic  work  in  connection  with  the  food  supply. 

Full  details  of  the  unsound  food  condemned  will  be  found  in  the 
Inspector's  Report. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  my  report  for  1917  it  was  stated  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases,  notably  Diphtheria,  was,  proportional  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  children  at  the  Schools,  largely  in  excess  of  previous  years,  and 
I  regret  to  have  to  make  the  same  comment  for  this  yeaT.  I  gave  it 
as  my  opinion  that  this  was  due  to  the  children  sleeping  together  in 
downstairs  rooms  and  congregating  at  times  in  dug-outs  on  account  of 
air  raids.  These  were  causes  over  which  we  had  really  no  control. 
Events  have  proved  that  my  surmises  were  probably  correct.  At  any 
rate,  when  living  became  more  normal  in  November  the  cases  of 
Diphtheria  dropped  considerably,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  fewer  children 
have  been  attacked  with  this  disease  since  that  date.  Scarlet  Fever 
also  shows  a  largo  increase,  hut  that  is  partly  accounted  for  by  an 
Epidemic  of  the  Disease  which  occurred  in  a  Children’s  Home,  where 
there  are  over  300  inmates.  These  children  were  well  isolated,  most  of 
those  attacked  being  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Further  particulars  of  these  and  tho  other  Infectious  Diseases  nr 
given  under  their  respective  headings. 
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I  should  like  to  see  more  supervision  over  the  homes  and  over  the 
contacts  of  Infectious  Diseases,  particularly  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  and 
Measles.  I  think  contacts  ought  to  be  visited  and  examined  every  day 
for  at  least  a  fortnight.  This  would  minimise  the  risk  of  cases  being 
overlooked,  and  obviate  the  habit,  which  is  somewhat  prevalent  among 
the  poorer  classes,  of  taking  the  next  child  who  has  a  rash  or  sore 
throat  to  the  Doctor’s  Surgery.  A  Lady  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  was 
also  a  trained  nurse,  would  be  most  suitable  for  this  purpose.  She 
would  also  prove  invaluable  in  “  following  up  ”  children  excluded  from 
school  on  account  of  other  Infectious  Diseases,  such  as  Mumps, 
Whooping  Cough,  etc.,  to  see  that  they  did  not  mix  with  other  children 
in  the  streets  or  go  into  other  people’s  houses,  and  to  see  that  they 
received  proper  medical  treatment.  Also — and  this  is  wanted  very 
badly — to  visit  the  homes  of  children  sufferng  from  verminous  and 
other  dirty  conditions.  I  believe  an  immense  amount  of  suffering  and 
ill-health  among  the  children  could  be  prevented  if  the  parents  would 
only  carry  out  their  ordinary  parental  duties,  but,  unfortunately,  many 
do  not  do  this.  Sometimes  it  is  through  ignorance,  but  more  often 
sheer  neglect;  but,  from  whatever  cause  it  arises,  I  think  it  is  our 
duty  to  see  that  the  child  does  not  suffer.  If  -the  parents  are  ignorant 
we  must  teach  them  ;  if  they  are  neglectful  we  must  warn  them,  and, 
if  necessary,  punish  them.  We  want,  in  fact,  a  closer  co-operation 
between  the  Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Service. 


INFLUENZA. 


The  outbreak  of  Influenza  which  occurred  all  over  the  country  last 
Autumn  made  its  appearance  in  Epidemic  form  in  Margate  during  the 
first  week  in  September. 

1  have  no  information  to  show  how  the  disease  was  first  introduced 
into  the  town. 

The  period  of  incubation  is  very  short,  in  some  cases  apparently 
only  a  few  hours,  or  even  less;  but  most  observers  appear  to  think 
that  incubation  lasts  about  two  days,  approximately. 

Infectivity,  viz.,  the  length  of  time  which  a  patient  is  infective, 
lasts  until  the  temperature  has  become  normal  and  all  inflammatory 
conditions  and  cough  have  subsided. 

The  disease  is  spread  by  direct  contact,  children  being  rather  more 
susceptible  than  adults,  but  this  may  be  due  to  their  environment, 
fresh  air  night  and  day  being  the  chief  deterrent  to  an  attack,  and,  it 
may  be  added,  to  complications  when  an  attack  supervenes. 

Unlike  most  infectious  diseases,  one  attack  does  not  make  the 
patient  immune  to  the  disease,  the  concensus  of  opinion  being  that  one 
attack  predisposes  to  another ;  but  the  fact  that  very  few  persons  con¬ 
tract  the  disease  a  second  time  during  an  epidemic  would  favour  the 
opinion  that  there  exists  a  short  period  of  immunity. 

A  few  special  clinical  features  were  noticed,  the  chief  being:  — 
Frequent  occurence  of  haemorrhages,  epistaxis  (bleeding  from  the  nose) 
being  the  most  common,  and  in  some  patients  miscarriage.  Several 
cases  resembled  Typhoid  Fever,  with  dull  headache  and  abdominal 
symptoms,  but  with  a  very  slow  pulse.  Severe  Broncho-Pneumonia, 
with  blood-stained  sputum,  seems  to  have  been  the  most  prevalent  com¬ 
plication,  and  the  most  fatal.  Toxaemia  is  stated  to  have  been  more 
marked  than  in  any  previous  epidemic. 

There  was  no  particular  incidence  of  the  disease  in  regard  to  the 
occupation  of  the  individual  or  locality 


WEEKLY  TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OK  DEATHS  FROM  INFLUENZA  IN  EACH  WEEK  DURING  THE  YEAR  1918. 
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W  ith  reference  to  the  preventative  measures,  leaflets  on  the  disease 
wore  distributed  in  the  Schools  and  in  the  town  generally.  Children 
under  14  were  not  allowed  to  frequent  Cinemas  or  similar  places  of 
amusement,  and  everyone  was  advised,  as  far  as  possible,  to  seek  fresh 
air  and  sunshine.  \\  o  did  not  close  the  Schools,  except  in  two  cases 
for  a  fortnight  on  account  of  the  illness  of  the  Teachers,  as  it  was 
considered  that  the  children  were  better  off  in  a  clean,  airy  school¬ 
room  than  crowded  in  an  unventilated  kitchen  at  home.  The  school¬ 
rooms  were  frequently  sprayed  with  Formalin  vapour,  and  the  School 
Nurse  and  School  Medical  Officer  visited  the  Schools  practically  every 
day  to  examine  the  children  and  exclude  any  ailing  ones.  Valuable 
nursing  assistance  was  given  by  the  District  Nurse,  the  School  Nurse, 
and  Health  Visitor. 

It  would  appear  that  probably  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  population 
had  the  disease  in  a  severe  form.  There  were  69  deaths. 

With  reference  to  the  deaths,  14  occurred  in  Institutions,  the  larger 
number  occurring  at  Lawn  House,  which  is  an  Institution  for  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  The  children  there,  being  already  in  a  debilitated  condition, 
have  not  the  same  power  of  resistance. 


Deaths  from  Influenza  during  1918. 


Under  1  year 

1  and  under  2  years 

2  and  under  5  years 

! 

5  and  under  15  years 

15  and  under  25  years 

25  and  under  45  years 

45  and  under  65  years 

65  year*  and  upward* 

Total. 

Males 

0 

0 

1 

8 

5 

10 

4 

1 

29 

Females  .. 

0 

1 

o 

5 

6 

15 

6 

5 

40 

Total 

0 

i 

3 

13 

11 

25 

10 

6 

69 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  28  cases  (18  males  and  10  females)  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  (consumption)  were  notified,  and  20  of  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis,  chiefly  Cervical  Glands  ;  a  decrease  of  51  as  compared 
with  last  year.  This  decrease  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  people  living  in  the  town.  Four  cases  of  Consumption 
and  three  of  Cervical  Glands  were  either  visitors  to  the  town  or  had 
taken  up  residence  here  for  a  short  time.  This  is  also  a  very  small 
number  compared  with  normal  years.  Here,  too,  we  want  a  great  deal 
more  supervision  than  is  usually  carried  out.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get 
Consumptives  to  realise  that  they  are  suffering  from  a  Notifiable 
Infectious  Disease,  and  it  is  just  as  difficult  to  get  the  relations  and 
friends  to  take  proper  precautions  with  regard  to  infection  and  their 
manner  of  living  and  sleeping. 

If  wo  only  remember  that  22  Margate  residents  died  of  Consump¬ 
tion  during  1918,  and  31  during  1917,  not  to  mention  the  financial 
drain  on  the  nation  for  the  upkeep  of  Sanatoria,  payments  during 
illness,  lasting  generally  two  or  three  years,  and  the  loss  to  the  country 
generally,  f  think  it  is  everyone’s  duty — a  national  duty  and  a  per 
sonal  duty  -  to  do  everything  possiblo  to  Rtamp  out  the  disease. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  71  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (32  occurred  in  Institutions); 
67  were  moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  4  died. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  78  cases  of  Diphtheria  (11  occurred  in  Institutions), 
20  more  than  last  year;  74  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  9  died. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  were  4  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  during  the  year;  3 
were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital;  2  died. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

Twenty  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified. 

O  PHTH  AMI  A  NEONATORUM. 

One  new-born  infant  was  notified  as  suffering  from  this  complaint. 
It  received  adequate  treatment  and  recovered. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER, 

There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  during  the  year, 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis. 

CERERRO  SPINAL  FEVER. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

MEASLES  AND  GERMAN  MEASLES. 

There  were  62  cases  of  Measles  and  6  cases  of  German  Measles 
notified  by  Doctors,  and  7  cases  of  Measles  notified  by  Parents. 

The  total  number  of  Measles  and  German  Measles  notified  by 
Doctors  and  Parents  were  75.  There  were  no  deaths. 

I  visit  all  the  cases  of  Measles  notified  by  the  Parents,  partly  to 
confirm  the  diagnosis  and  partly  to  give  them  advice  on  the  treatment 
of  the  disease,  I  also  visit  selected  cases  notified  by  Doctors,  but  if 
the  Doctor  is  in  regular  attendance  I  only  examine  the  contacts  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  house.  Leaflets  on  the  Prevention  and  Treat¬ 
ment  of  Measles  have  been  left  at  practically  every  house  where  a  case 
occurred,  either  by  myself  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  Head 
Teachers  have  kindly  distributed  these  Leaflets  among  the  older 
children  attending  the  Schools,  besides  giving  a  short  explanatory 
lesson  on  the  subject.  If  our  efforts  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease  have  been  of  little  avail,  I  think  the  fact  that  there  were  no 
deaths  from  Measles  during  the  year  is  highly  satisfactory.  Closing 
the  Schools  did  not  seem  to  control  the  disease  to  any  extent  in  previous 
years,  and  we  did  not  resort  to  this  means  this  year. 

Disinfection  of  the  premises  is  not  carried  out  to  any  large  extent 
after  Measles,  as  this  is  practically  impossible  with  the  Staff  at  our 
disposal;  but  when  it  is  considered  essential  or  advised  by  the  Doctor 
in  attendance  we  have  always  been  able  to  do  so. 

MILITARY  CASES. 

The  foregoing  paragraphs  refer  to  the  civil  population  only. 
Among  the  troops  there  occurred  during  the  year  2  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  9  of  Diphtheria,  1  of  Erysipelas,  1  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  and 
1  of  Measles. 


Disinfection  is  carried  out  in  every  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheiia,  the  work  being  done  by  one  man,  under  the  supervision 
°!  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  All  the  bedding,  etc.,  is  removed  to 
the  Disinfecting  Station  and  disinfected  by  steam  in  a  Washington 
La  ons  Disinfector,  the  infected  rooms  being  treated  by  Formaldehyde 
\ apoui ,  and  the  w  alls,  floors,  and  ceilings  sprayed  with  Formalin 
solution.  A\  hen  the  patient  is  treated  at  home  we  insist  upon  the 
paper  being  stripped  off  the  walls  and  if  possible  burnt  in  the  grate 
in  the  room. 

I  his  same  disinfection  is  carried  out  after  death  or  removal  of  a 
patient  suffeiing  from  Phthisis  or  Cancer;  in  fact,  any  disease  of  an 
infectious  or  poisonous  character. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

1  his  Act  has  been  in  operation  in  Margate  for  nine  years,  and 
has  undoubtedly  been  of  great  practical  use  to  Mothers.  It  enables 
the  Health  \  isitor  to  call  on  the  Mothers  after  their  confinements 
and  offer  her  advice  on  many  small  matters,  such  as  feeding,  clothing, 
&c. 

The  number  of  Births  were: — Boys,  131;  Girls,  91;  total,  222. 


of  Stillbirths,  9. 

Notified  by  Doctors 

.  90 

Notified  byMidwives 

.  110 

Notified  by  Parents 

7 

Total 

.  207 

Eight  Births  of  Margate  Parents  occurred  outside  the  Borough. 
Seven  Births  were  not  notified. 

Arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Registrar  of  Births  to  supply 
me  in  future  with  the  names  of  the  children  who  are  not  notified,  so 
that  the  delinquents  can  be  traced  ;  but  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  note 
that  appaiently  nearly  all  the  Births  were  notified  this  year. 

HEALTH  TrSITOirS  AND  MOTHERORAFT  REPORT  FOR  1918. 

On  the  whole  1  think  we  may  say  we  have  got  through  this  year 
well,  which  was  the  worst  as  far  as  the  strain  of  the  Mar  was  con¬ 
cerned  for  Mothers  and  children  and  workers  alike.  With  a  depleted 
Staff,  our  original  helpers  bravely  held  on,  and  gave  every  encourage¬ 
ment  and  help  to  the.  Mothers. 

Miss  Gray  and  Mrs.  McCombe,  Miss  Maynard  and  Miss  Court, 
with  one  new  friend,  Mrs.  Doulton,  were  always  to  be  found  as  usual 
every  Monday  selling  warm  garments  at  the  Stall,  making  tea,  dis¬ 
tributing  literature,  weighing  the  babies,  minding  the  toddlers,  and 
the  Doctor  always  ready  to  receive  the  ailing  little  ones,  and  to  send 
the  Mothers  away  cheered  and  helped.  No  wonder  one  of  them  wrote 
of  him  (in  a  letter  I  received  at  the  New  Year  stating  it  was  from  all 
the  Mothers)  as  “  our  dear  big  father,  Dr.  McCombe,”  and  the  workers 
as  “  all  the  dear  ladies  of  the  Mothercraft,”  and  also  expressing  the 
hope  that  we  should  have  a  nice  new  Mothercraft  Centre,  with  comfy 
seats  before  long,  which  would  be  “chock  full!”  I  think  all  the 
“  dear  ladies  ”  as  well  as  the  Mothers  are  agreed  about  that,  and  we 
do  hope  the  new  premises  will  be  forthcoming  now’  that  the  war  is 
over,  and  Margate  becoming  itself  again. 

We  have  now,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  our  own  “  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee,”  and  as  Miss  Gray  and  Mrs.  Hatfeild  are  also  on  the  Council, 
no  one  knows  what  good  things  may  be  in  store  for  us.  One  very  good 
thing  we  have  got  this  year  that  came  just  about  the  time  when  the 
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fighting  stopped  —  our  own  Town  Midwife,  Miss  Green,  who  is  fast 
making  friends  among  the  Mothers  she  is  attending.  May  she  have  a 
long  career  of  usefulness  before  her  in  Margate,  for  no  greater  boon 
can  be  provided  for  the  working  Mother  than  the  services  of  a 
thoroughly  efficient  and  sympathetic  midwife.  She  lives  with  the 
Health  \  isitor  at  25,  Alexandra  Road,  where  the  Office  was  moved  in 
September. 

For  the  first  part  of  the  year  our  meetings  were  held  at  the  Creche 
in  Victoria  Road,  and  in  August  we  were  back  in  the  Emmanuel  School, 
which  had  been  thoroughly  restored  after  the  bombing  of  the  December 

before. 

Although  we  were  not  able  to  have  our  usual  Baby  Show,  other  new 
schemes  went  on  the  same  as  in  former  years 

Several  Mothers  joined  the  “  League  of  National  Safety  ”  and 
entered  their  babies’  names  on  the  sheet  of  the  “  No  Dummy  League.” 
We  had  some  useful  talks  on  the  Working  Womans’  House,  when  a 
good  proportion  of  Mothers  answered  questions  on  paper,  giving  their 
ideas  as  to  what  a  Mother  needed  in  her  home.  After  another  little 
series  of  talks  on  the  “Care  of  the  home”  by  the  Health  Visitor,  we 
had  a  “  Healthy  Home  Competition.”  Inspectors  were  appointed — 
Miss  Lloyd  and  Miss  Wakefield,  both  trained  nurses— who  visited  the 
homes  whose  addresses  had  been  given  by  the  Mothers,  and  many 
prizes  urere  provided  most  kindly  bv  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Houghton, 
and  presented  by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress,  our  never-failing  friends, 
in  the  summer.  The  prizes  were  carried  by  the  number  of  marks 
obtained  and  the  money  was  obliged  to  be  spent  on  things  for  the  home. 
Brooms  and  Brushes  seemed  to  be  the  favourite  things  chosen,  though 
cooking  utensils  and  crockery  were  also  popular.  We  began  in 
September  a  long  course  of  talks  on  “  Our  wonderful  bodies,”  several 
of  them  illustrated  with  lantern  slides,  and  in  December,  after  a  little 
examination,  7  Mothers  who  had  answered  best  received  from  the 
Mayor  and  Mayoress  (who  had,  as  before,  provided  the  chief  part  of 
the  expenses),  neat  little  boxes  of  “dressings”  of  all  kinds  for  first- 
aid  treatment,  which  “  ought  to  be  in  very  household,”  and  which 
every  Mother  should  know  how  to  use. 

The  grant  from  the  Education  Committee  paid  for  the  Lantern 
Lectures  (given  by  the  Health  Visitor),  and  also  for  some  Cooking 
Lectures  given  by  Miss  Berridge  (who  sold  specimens  of  dishes  at  the 
actual  cost  of  material  afterwards),  and  by  the  Cookery  Mistress  at 
the  Technical  School  in  St.  John’s  Road.  These  6  Classes  were  held 
on  a  separate  afternoon,  and  were  very  poorly  attended— a  great  pity 
it  seemed,  but  we  trust  that  those  who  did  attend  were  much  benefitted 
by  the  help  given  in  making  the  dishes  themselves  under  skilled 
instruction . 

The  Health  Visitor  has  given  nearly  all  the  “  talks  ”  this  year. 
A  series  in  the  Spring  on  “  Flies,  Fleas,  Bugs,  Lice,  etc.,”  seemed 
to  be  much  appreciated,  in  spite  of  the  unsavoury  subject  !  Mrs. 
Hatfeild’s  addresses  on  “  Purity  and  _  Courage  ”  were  thoroughly 
enjoyed,  as  they  always  are,  and  also  Miss  Bobby’s,  who  kindly  came 
to  help  in  “  Our  Wonderful  Bodies  ”  series,  when  the  Health  \  isitor 
was  twice  unable  to  be  present. 

The  Health  Visitor’s  Office  has  continued  to  be  most  useful,  and 
the  Doctor  holds  consultations  there  once  a  week,  as  usual,  as  well  as 
at  the  Mothercraft  Centre.  Although  there  have  been  fewer  Mothers 
to  take  advantage  of  our  schemes  (as  many  who  could  do  so  have  left 
the  town),  and  there  have  been  fewer  births,  the  number  of  consulta¬ 
tions  has  increased,  showing  that  the  Mothers  are  appreciating  the 
fact  that  we  are  always  trying  to  impress  on  them  that  “  Prevention 
is  better  than  Cure,”  for  in  most  cases  the  children’s  ailments,  are 
trifling,  nervy  and  rundown,  and  ill-nourished,  but  needing  sound 
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“  individual  ”  advice  and  interest  to  keep  them  going  and  prevent 
them  getting  ill;  Scott’s  Emulsion.  .Milk,  and  other  tilings,  that  have 
been  given  to  necessitous  cases  being  a  very  great  help.  The  Health 
Visitor  has  been  allowed  to  give,  through  the  Local  Food  Office,  extra 
orders  for  Margarine,  Moat,  and  Sugar,  and  the  Town  has  also  pro¬ 
vided  such  things  as  Cilaxo,  Lactogal,  etc.,  which  are  given,  or  sold 
at  cost  price.  The  Dinner  Fund  does  not  now  provide  the  actual 
cooked  dinners — we  hope  to  revive  these  soon — but  materials  from  the 
Fund  have  been  given  to  the  Mothers.  Quaker  Oats.  Bovril,  Cocoa, 
C’ondensed  Milk,  etc.,  have  been  given  instead,  with  orders  for  Meat 
and  Milk,  mostly  to  those  recovering  from  their  confinements,  and 
which  have  been  of  extra  value  during  the  Influenza  time,  through 
which  illness,  and  the  effects  of  it,  we  have  indeed  lost  several  Mothers 
and  many  children.  Tt  has  also  been  responsible  for  premature  and 
stillbirths — a  thing  much  to  be  deplored,  and  which  we  trust  will  not 
be  repeated  in  the  better  conditions  which  we  trust  are  now  before  us. 


No.  of  New  Cases  Visited 

179 

No.  attended  by  Midwives 

107 

No.  attended  by  Doctors 

7  2 

Breast-fed  Babies 

159 

No.  of  Home  Visits  paid 

1121 

No.  of  Mothers’  Visits  (about) 

. . .  1300 

No.  of  Mothers  helped  by  food  (about) 

720 

No.  of  Consultations 

375 

No.  of  Babies  Weighed  at  the  Centre 

224 

EDITH  E.  O.  MAY, 

Certified  Midwife  (by  examination) 

Health  F/V/for  for  Manjafc. 


DfNNEE  FUND. 


Receipts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Grant  from  Mickle-burgh  Charity . 

2 

0 

0 

,1am  Sold  to  Mothers 

9 

0 

1 

Donations  and  Subscriptions 

10 

6 

10 

£14 

6 

11 

Expenditure. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paid  to  Borough  for  Jam  made  by  School 

Children 

o 

3 

41 

Meat  and  Groceries 

9 

4 

4-3 

Balance  in  hand 

2 

18 

2 

£14 

6 

11 

(Signed)  EDITH  E.  G.  MAY. 


MARGATE  MOTHERCRAFT  CENTRE.  NEEDLEWORK  STALL, 

1918. 

With  great  pleasure  I  am  able  to  report  that  the  above  Stall  is 
still  doing  good  work,  and  our  Mothers  more  than  ever  appreciate 
being  able  to  get  hand-sewn  and  knitted  garments  of  good  and  service¬ 
able  materials.  ,  ,  _r  ,  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  i 

Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  "Wool  and  Material,  and  also 

need  of  studying  the  pockets  of  the  Mothers,  I  am  unable  to  start  the 
year  with  the  usual  stock  in  hand,  but  hope  to  rectify  the  same  when 
prices  are  lowered.  d)  IgABEL  GRAY, 


MOTHERCR  At  T  NEEDLEWORK. 

Accounts  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1918 :  — 

£  s.  ci. 
15  6 
0  10  0 


£1  15  6 


£  s.  d. 

24  3  51 
£  s.  d. 
18  6  0 
1  18  3 
1  15  6 


£21  19  9 


£  s.  d. 
24  3  oh 
21  19  9 


£2  3  81 


MARGATE  MOTH  ER  OR  AFT  CENTRE.  LITERATURE  STALL, 

1918. 

A  good  number  of  Leaflets  have  been  distributed,  either  bearing  on 
special  subjects  dealt  with  in  the  Lecture ttes,  or  dealing  with  the  need 
for  information  of  individual  Mothers,  or  giving  directions  for  dealing 
with  special  circumstances,  such  as  those  on  “Measles,’5  “Influenza,” 
and  “  Economical  Cookery.”  Some  Booklets  were  bought  on  the 
teaching  of  children  on  sex  matters,  but  these  were  distributed 
privately  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

A  few  Books  on  Health,  Nursing,  etc.,  were  placed  on  the  Stall 
for  lending  to  the  Mothers,  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  chance 
of  reading  them,  their  interest  having  been  aroused  by  the  Lecturettes 
on  “  Our  Wonderful  Bodies.” 

£  s.  d. 

Literature  has  been  sold  to  the  value  of  0  4  9 

This  with  the  balance  from  1917  of  ...  0  2  9 


Made  the  total  Receipts  ... 

0 

7  6 

Leaflets  and  Booklets  were  bought  to  the 

value  of 

0 

7  2* 

Leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of 

0 

0  34 

J.  I.  MAYNARD. 


Stock  in  hand,  Dec.  31st,  1917.  Value. 
Cash  in  hand,  Dec.  31st,  1917 . 


Cost  of  Materials  and  Wool  during  the 
Year  1918  . 

Takings 

Value  of  Stock  in  hand,  Dec.  31st,  1918 
Value  of  Stock  in  hand,  Dec.  31st,  1917 


Expenditure 
Takings,  etc. 


PART  II. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — Since  the  commencement  of  the  War  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  calculate  with  any  degree  of  certainty  the  actual  popula¬ 
tion  of  a  district,  owing  to  the  migration  of  families  from  one  part  of 
Hie  country  to  the  other.  The  Registrar-General  has  therefore  worked 
out  two  Estimates,  one  of  the  civil  population,  for  calculating  the 
Death  Rate,  and  one  of  the  total  population  (which  includes  members 
of  H.M.  Forces),  for  estimating  the  Birth  Rate. 
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Deaths  of  ‘  Residents  ”in  Margate,  whether  occurring  in 

or  beyond  the  District. 

CIVILIANS  ONLY. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

F  emales 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Small-Pox 

— 

• — • 

3 

Measles 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

6 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

4 

3 

/ 

Influenza 

23 

40 

8 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

!l 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

14 

8 

10 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

4 

2 

1 1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

l 

12 

Cancer,  maligant  disease  ... 

13 

18 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

— 

14 

Meningitis 

2 

1 

15 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

17 

10 

16 

Bronchitis 

3 

8 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

6 

18 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

1 

19 

Diarrhcea  Ac.  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

20 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

— 

— 

21 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

1 

21a 

Alcoholism 

— 

— 

22 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

3 

1 

23 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

24 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

23 

Congenital  debility,  Ac. 

10 

5 

26 

Violence  apart  from  suicide 

2 

4 

27 

Suicide 

2 

— 

28 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

42 

44 

29 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

All  Causes 

157 

157 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  ... 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  ...  Total 

15 

11 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

Total  Births 

131 

91 

Legitimate 

11 1 

72 

Illegitimate  ... 

20 

19 

Population.  For  Birth  Rate 

19, 

214 

For  Death  Rate 

17,148 
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Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 
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J  he  civil  population  of  Margate  is  estimated  at  17,148,  the  total 
population  19.214. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  Births  were: — Boys,  131;  Girls,  91;  total, 
222.  Thirty-nine  were  illegitimate.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  birth  rate 
of  11.5  per  1,000. 

DEATH  RATE. 


The  total  number  of  Deaths  during  the  same  period  was: — 157 
Males  and  Id/  Females;  total.  314.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate 
of  18.3  per  1,000.  This  is  a  big  increase  on  previous  years,  but  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  iliat  many  healthy  persons,  male  and 
female,  have  left  the  town  and  taken  up  residence  elsewhere.  Also  to 
the  Influenza  Epidemic,  which,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Mortality 
Table,  claimed  63  victims. 

The  other  chief  causes  of  death  were: — Cancer,  31;  Consumption, 
22;  Heart  Disease,  27;  Pneumonia,  18;  Congenital  Debility  (infants), 
15. 


I N  PANTILE  DEATH  RATE. 


The  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  for  the 
year  under  observation  was  very  high,  but  in  practically  every  case 
the  cause  was  what  is  termed  unavoidable.  For  instance,  14  babies 
out  of  the  24  who  died  in  Margate  died  from  premature  birth  and 
debility  at  birth.  1  think  this  was  due  to  the  condition  of  living, 
which,  as  everyone  knows,  was  very  trying  for  persons  in  normal 
health,  and  possibly  also  to  the  want  of  fats  and  sugar  in  food,  and 
incidentally  to  the  Influenza  Epidemic. 

The  total  deaths  under  one  year,  including  those  of  Margate 
residents  living  temporarily  outside  the  Borough,  was  26,  which  is 
equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  117  per  1,000. 

The  total  number  of  deahts  of  illegitimate  children  under  one  year 
was  6,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  among  illegitimate  children 
of  153.8  per  1.000. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 


The  following  11  deaths  occurred  among  residents  in  and  beyond 
the  district  from  the  seven  Zymotic  Diseases  :  — Enteric  Fever,  2; 
Measles,  0;  Scarlet  Fever,  1;  Diphtheria,  7;  Whooping  Cough,  1  ; 
Diarrhrea  (under  two  years),  0;  giving  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0.4 
per  thousand. 

Details  relating  to  these  diseases  will  be  seen  in  the  paragraphs 
on  the  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT.  1918. 

1  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Meteorological 
Observations  taken  at  Margate  during  1918. 

The  weather  on  the  whole  was  mild  throughout  the  year,  there 
being  an  absence  of  lengthened  periods  of  extreme  cold  or  excessive 
heat.  On  one  occasion  the  shade  maximum  thermometer  touched  90 
degrees,  but  the  following  day  with  a  change  of  wind  it  fell  to  65 
degrees.  The  number  of  frosts  were  comparatively  small,  only 
totalling  24.  compart'd  with  76  of  the  previous  year.  A  special 
feature  of  the  atmosphere  was  the  long  periods  of  dry  weather, 
followed  by  short  seasons  of  heavy  rain.  From  January  17th  to  March 
19th  only  1.4  mm.  of  rain  was  registered  between  the  hours  of  9  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.  Again  from  May  14th  to  July  13th  the  amount  of  rainfall 
between  these  hours  only  amounted  to  5  mm.  This  period,  however, 
was  followed  by  some  very  heavy  rains  during  the  day  (the  two  largest 
amounts  being  35.6  mm  on  July  20th  and  19.2  mm.  on  the  23rd),  which 
continued  until  August  6th,  the  remainder  of  the  month  being  dry. 
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The  total  hours  of  sunshine  was  1,674,  being  60  more  than  in  1917. 
The  three  brightest  months  were  May,  June,  and  October,  with  241, 
249,  and  240  hours  of  sunshine  respectively.  The  greatest  amount 
recorded  in  one  day  was  16.2  on  May  21st  and  31st.  The  best  record 
for  June  was  13.7  hours  on  the  17th. 

One  of  the  chief  factors  in  determining  the  condition  of  the 
weather  is  the  direction  from  which  the  wind  is  blowing  and  at  a 
health  resort  like  Margate  this  is  an  important  point.  In  comparing 
the  figures  for  the  past  two  years  the  results  are  somewhat  interesting. 
For  instance,  the  wind  came  from  North  on  19  occasions  in  each  year;  it 
blew  from  the  North-East  and  East  80  and  78  times  resnectively ;  the 
South-East  43  and  46  times;  the  South-West  on  81  and  85  days;  and 
from  the  West  59  and  61  times.  The  following  table  will  show  this 
more  conspicuously  :  - — 


YEAR.  DIRECTION  OE  WIND. 


N. 

N.E. 

N. 

S.E. 

S. 

s.w. 

w7. 

N .  WT . 

CALM, 

1917 

19 

45 

35 

43 

27 

81 

59 

41 

15 

1918 

19 

59 

19 

46 

34 

85 

61 

35 

7 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  South-West  wind, 
which  is  the  prevailing  one,  is  a  long  way  in  the  ascendant. 


The  temperature  for  the  year  was  on  the  whole  slightly  in  excess 
of  the  normal.  This  was  especially  noticeable  in  the  first  three  months, 
which  were  followed,  however,  by  a  cold  and  dull  April  that  was  over 
two  degrees  below  the  average,  and  played  havoc  with  the  blossoms  on 
the  fruit  trees,  coming  as  it  did  directly  after  the  genial  warmth  that 
had  been  experienced.  The  other  exception  was  September,  which 
proved  to  be  a  cold  mouth  with  abundance  of  rain.  December  was 
extraordinarily  mild,  having  an  excess  of  temperature  above  the  normal 
of  nearly  6  degrees. 


The  rainfall  was  somewhat  unevenly  distributed  throughout  the 
year.  January  vras  a  wet  month  with  an  excess  of  18  mm.,  and  May 
was  just  a  trifle  above  the  normal,  but  the  intervening  months  were 
much  below  the  average,  and  the  total  rainfall  for  the  half-year  was 
greatly  deficient.  July  did  its  best  to  remedy  this  condition  of  things 
and  had  a  precipitation  of  nearly  90  mm.  (3-o-ins.),  and  also  had  the 
credit  of  having  the  wettest  day  of  the  year  with  a  fall  almost  reaching 
ljins.  This  was  followed  by  nearly  a  month  of  perfectly  dry  weather, 
and  then  the  rainy  season  set  in,  Sentember  being  the  wettest  month 
of  the  year,  with  a  fall  of  98  mm.  (4jins.).  July,  August,  and  Septem¬ 
ber  each  had  a  downpour  of  lin.  or  more  of  rain  in  the  24  hours. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  gratitude 
that  the  observations  are  again  taken  under  peace  conditions.  1  am 
also  thankful  to  have  been  able  to  keep  them  going  day  by  day  without 
a  break  throughout  the  whole  period,*  although  sometimes  under  some¬ 
what  trying  circumstances. 


The  evening  telegrams,  which  were  discontinued  for  a  time,  are 
now  resumed,  and  the  weather  reports  allowed  to  appear  in  the  daily 
and  local  press. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  two  earth  thermometers  were  stolen 
on  twrO'  successive  days  between  the  9  a.m.  readings  and  the  afternoon, 
and  all  efforts  to  trace  them  proved  unsuccessful.  Fortunately,  they 
happened  to  be  two  whose  readings  are  only  recorded  in  the  town 
report,  whereas  the  records  of  the  remaining  two  are  sent  to  London 
and  published  both  in  the  weekly  and  monthly  eports  of  the  Meteoro¬ 


logical  Office, 


C,  J.  PEMBLE, 


Meteorological  Observer, 


Meteorological  Observations —  1 0 1 S. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1918. 


To  Ilis  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Margate. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual  Report  of 
Sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1918. 

I  regret  to  report  that  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  Mr. 
J.  M.  Brown,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  died,  which  necessitated 
me  carrying  out  for  the  remaining  portion  of  the  year  the  inspection 
work  of  the  Department  by  myself. 

Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  nuisances  abated,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  labour  and  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Committee  for  their  support. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  RIDSDALE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Statement  of  the  Sanitary  Work  carried 
out  during  the  year  1918. 


No.  of  Complaints  received  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  64 

No.  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2646 

No.  of  Re-inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  656 

No.  of  Notices  and  Letters  sent  with  respect  to  matters  requir¬ 
ing  attention  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  etc.  ...  185 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Description  of  work  carried  out:  — 

By  Notice. 


New  floors  laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Roofs,  &c.,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  spouts  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Yard  pavements  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yards  re-paved  with  cement  concrete  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisances  abated  arising  from  keeping  of  swine  and 

other  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  refuse  removed  ...  ...  27 

Drainage : — 

Cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  drains  constructed  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ventilated  ...  ...  ...  •••  •  •  ...  2 

Cesspits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  pipes  of  sinks  trapped  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Waste  pipes  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Closets:— 

Limewashed  or  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  12 

New  flush  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

New  cisterns  fixed  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 


STABLES. 


No.  of  Inspections 

No.  of  Notices  served  for  the  removal  of  manure 


342 

27 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

No.  of  Registered  Slaughter  Houses 

No.  of  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  . 

No.  of  Inspections 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

No.  of  observations  taken  of  chimneys  ...  ...  •  ••  ••• 

No.  of  Notices  and  letters  sent  re  smoke  emitted  in  such 
quantities  as  to  be  a  nuisance 
No.  complied  with 
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AMBULANCE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year  we  have  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Haine 
144  patients  suffering  from  the  various  notifiable  diseases.  Sixteen 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4  of  Diphtheria,  and  1  of  Enteric  Fever  were 
nursed  privately  or  removed  out  of  the  Borough,  making  a  total  of 
165  cases  during  the  year. 

The  removal  of  these  patients,  and  also  for  other  infectious  diseases, 
nas  necessitated  the  fumigation  of  154  rooms  and  also  the  disinfection 
at  the  Steam  Disinfector,  St.  John’s  Road,  of  the  under-mentioned 
articles :  — 


45  Beds 
320  Mattresses 
99  Sheets 
348  Pillows 
127  Bolsters 
375  Blankets 
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Coats 
17  Rugs 
1  Carpet 
11  Cushions 
286  Miscellaneous 


making  a  total  of  1.634  articles  disinfected. 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out 
at  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  the  Military  Authorities.— 

No.  of  Soldiers  treated  for  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  18 


No.  of  Articles  disinfected  for 
Scabies,  &c.  :  — 

14  Rooms 
4  Mattresses 
8  Sheets 
14.0  Blankets 

making  a  total  of  223. 


the  Soldiers  affected  with  Vermin, 

10  Pillows 

11  Kits 
30  Rugs 

6  Miscellaneous 


MORTUARY. 


During  the  year  the  bodies  of  8  persons  who  had  died  from  accidents 
and  other  causes  were  placed  in  the  Mortuary. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 


No. 

Description  o(  Unsound  Food, 

Disease. 

Where  found. 

How  dealt  with. 

1 

Carcase  of  a  Heifer  ... 

Generalised 

Tuberculosis 

Slaughter  House 

Surrendered 

and  Destroyed 

.) 

6  Boxes  of  Kippers 

Unsou  nd 

Shop 

9  '  ?  ? 

3 

23 i  lbs.  Cheese 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

4 

13  cwt.  12  lbs.  Bread... 

50  Tins  Condensed 

Unsound 

Shop 

Used  for  feed  - 
ingpigs,  etc. 

5 

Milk  . 

Unsound 

Shop 

Surrendered 

and  Destroyed 

6 

32  lbs.  of  Ox  Liver  .. 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  ?  9 

/ 

Hind  quarter  of  Beef... 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

8 

3  Hams... 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

9 

Forequarters  of  Beef... 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

10 

2  Gammons  of  Bacon 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

1 1 

Carcase  of  a  Cow 

Generalised 

Tuberculosis 

Slaughter  House 

9  9  •  9 

'  12 

40  lbs.  Roast  Beef 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

;  13 

Maize  Meal 

Forequarters  of  a 

Unsound 

Shop 

Used  for  feed¬ 
ing  pigs,  etc. 

14 

Localised 

Bullock,  with  Heart. 
Lungs,  Skirting  ant 

Fat  . 

Slaughter  House 

Surrendered 
and  Dest  roved 

T  uberculosis 

15 

Liver  cf  a  Heifer 

Flukes 

Slaughter  House 

9  9  9  9 

10 

Liver  of  a  Heifer 

Flukes 

Slaughter  House 

9  9  9  9 

17 

9  lbs.  Tripe 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

18 

1,152  Eggs  . 

Unsound 

Shop 

9  9  9  9 

Total  weight  of  Food 

destroyed  at 

the  Corporation 

Destructor  ;  — 

1  ton  8  cwt.  1  cjr. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  74  samples  of  various  Foods  and  Drugs  were 
obtained  and  submitted  to  your  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  E.  M.  Hawkins, 
at  Canterbury  :  — 


Nature  of  Sample. 

A  1  terated. 

Genuine. 

Informal. 

Formal. 

Total. 

Milk  . 

2 

24 

26 

26 

Baking  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Custard  Powder  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Chocolates... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Ground  Rice 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Vinegar 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Bloater  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Cocoa 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Lard 

— 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Ground  Ginger 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Butter 

1 

12 

12 

1 

13 

Sugar  ine 

— 

1 

l 

— 

1 

Self-Raising  Flour 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Margarine  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Honey 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Vaseline 

— 

1 

1 

— - 

1 

Coffee 

- - 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Sugar 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Rice... 

— 

3 

3 

3 

Cheese 

— 

1 

1 

— - 

1 

Evapou rated  Milk 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Sweets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Salmon  and  Shrimp 
Paste 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

71 

4" 

27 

74 

The  percentage  of  adulteration  was  4  %,  as  compared  with  14  % 
for  the  previous  year. 
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Administrative  action 
genuine  :  — • 


regarding  samples  not  reported  to  be 


No.  of 

S  mples. 

Nature  of 
Samples. 

Results  of  Analyses. 

Remarks. 

•21. 

Butter. 

The  Butter  contained 
16.90%  Water  in  excess. 

This  sample  was  Informal, 
and  a  further  Formal 
sample  was  taken  which 
proved  to  he  Genuine. 

Milk. 

Deficient  in  Fat  1 3  % 

Further  sample  taken 
from  Wholesaler  at 

Station  (See  No.  60). 

60. 

Milk. 

Deficient  in  Fat  24% 

Proceedings  ordered,  hut 
no  further  action  taken 
as  evidence  was  not 
sufficient. 

I 


